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About EuroDIG 

Launched in 2008, EuroDIG, the European Dialogue on Internet Governance, is a
unique annual event that brings together Internet stakeholders from throughout
Europe (and beyond), and from across the spectrum of government, industry, civil
society, academia and the technical community. Stakeholders and participants
work over the course of each year to develop, in a bottom-up fashion, a dynamic
agenda that explores the pressing issues surrounding how we develop, use, regu-
late and govern the Internet. EuroDIG participants come away with broader, more
informed perspectives on these issues and new partners in responding to the chal-
lenges of the information society.

EuroDIG is more than just a conference, because open exchange among and
engagement of interested stakeholders in the programme planning process makes
a difference. One can say that EuroDIG never stops, because the end of the annual
event marks the beginning of the planning for the next one.
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Introduction

EuroDIG 2025 took place from May 12–14 in Strasbourg, France, hosted by the
Council of Europe in cooperation with the Luxembourg Presidency of the Commit-
tee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. The overarching theme was “Safeguard-
ing human rights by balancing regulation and innovation”.

This year’s EuroDIG commenced with 10 pre-events, providing a platform for fo-
cused discussions on emerging topics. These sessions, organised independently
by various stakeholders, included:

   Web 4.0 and Virtual Worlds
   Council of Europe Framework Convention on AI 
   Countering Disinformation and Harmful Content Online
   UNESCO’s approach to measuring internet development
   Youth perspectives on AI and education
   Autonomous Weapon Systems
   Freedom Online Coalition discussing principles on rights-respecting digital

public infrastructure
   Meetings of several Dynamic Coalitions discussing the resilience of IoT ecosys-

tems, perspectives on age verification and data governance and digital inclu-
sion and gender equality

The main programme opened on the afternoon of 12 May with a parliamentary
session chaired by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE),
in which legislators took part in discussions on digital governance and concluded
on 14 May with a series of meetings addressing critical aspects of Internet gover-
nance. 
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5 Main Sessions addressed overarching issues such as the WSIS+20 Review, on-
line privacy, Europe’s digital and cyber strategy for 2030, transatlantic perspec-
tives on freedom of expression, and how to balance child protection and digital ac-
cess rights.

10 Workshops facilitated in-depth discussions on AI’s impact in business oper-
ations, on IT security, on freedom of expression or non-discrimination in the digital
space. Other topics included digital sovereignty and inequalities, quantum com-
puting, the green transition, global digital cooperation and multistakeholder
guidelines. 

7 Flash Sessions highlighted specific issues like non-consensual dissemination
of intimate images, electronic evidence of war crimes, youth perspectives on Inter-
net governance, privacy in online payments, innovation in justice, AI in healthcare
and safeguarding core Internet values. 

103
Countries

38
Sessions

3
Days

390+
People on-site

308
People online
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Throughout the conference, participants engaged in intergenerational dialogues
and collaborative discussions, reflecting EuroDIG’s commitment to inclusive and
diverse stakeholder participation.

The programme reflected the collaborative effort, embodying the spirit of in-
clusivity and transparency that defines EuroDIG. The agenda has been shaped
through public consultations, ensuring that diverse perspectives contribute to the
discussions. 
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Programme

YOUthDIG

12 May 2025 / Pre-events

Time
(CEST UTC+2) Sessions

09 – 11 May YOUthDIG – Youth Dialogue on Internet Governance

Time
(CEST
UTC+2)

Sessions

Room 6 Room 10 Room 8 Room 7

08:00 -
09:00 Registration for onsite participants all day

09:00 -
10:15 

Pre 2: The Council of  
Europe Framework  
Convention on AI and
Guidance for the Risk and
Impact Assessment of AI
Systems on Human
Rights, Democracy and
Rule of Law (HUDERIA)
(75')

Pre 3: Exploring Frontier
Technologies for Har-
nessing Digital Public
Good and Advancing 
Digital Inclusion (75') 

Pre 4: Dynamic Coalition
on Data and Trust: 
Stakeholders Speak –
Perspectives on Age 
Verification (75')  

10:15 -
11:00  Break (45')

11:00 -
12:15 

Pre 6: Countering 
Disinformation and
Harmful Content Online
(75')
CoE

Pre 7: Advancing Digital
Inclusivity: UNESCO’s
Measurement Approach-
es (75') 

Pre 8: IGF Youth Track: AI
Empowering Education
Through Dialogue to 
Implementation – Follow-
up to the AI Action Sum-
mit Declaration from
Youth (75') 

12:15 -
13:00 Break (45') 

13:00 -
14:15

Pre 9: Discussion on the
Outcomes of the Global
Multistakeholder High
Level Conference on 
Governance of Web 4.0
and Virtual Worlds (75')
European Commission

Pre 10: Regulation of 
Autonomous Weapon
Systems: Navigating 
the Legal and Ethical 
Imperative (75')

Pre 11: Freedom Online
Coalition’s Principles on
Rights-Respecting Digital
Public Infrastructure (75') 

Pre 12: Resilience of IoT
Ecosystems: Preparing
for the Future (75') 
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12 May 2025 / Main Programme
Time
(CEST
UTC+2)

Sessions

Hemicycle Room 10 Room 8 Room 7

14:15 -
14:45 Coffee networking @ Hemicycle foyer (30') 

15:00 -
15:30

Opening (30') 
• Alain Berset, Secretary Gen-

eral of the Council of Europe
• Elisabeth Margue, Minister of

Justice, Luxembourg
• Michael Falzon, Minister for

Social Policy and Children’s
Rights of Malta

• Sandra Hoferichter, Secre-
tary General and Thomas
Schneider, President, 
EuroDIG Support Association

15:30 -
16:00  

Keynotes (30') 
• Oleksandr Bornyakov,

Deputy Minister of Digital
Transformation, Ukraine

• Marianne Wilhelmsen, State
Secretary Ministry of Digitali-
sation and Public Gover-
nance, Norway (online)

• Michael O'Flaherty, Commis-
sioner for Human Rights of
the Council of Europe

16:00 -
17:15   

Opening Plenary: Working 
Together for a Human-Centred
Digital Future – Parliamentary
Cooperation for Democratic
Digital Governance (75')
Parliamentarian session on 
invitation by PACE 

17:15 -
18:00  

Intergenerational Dialogue –
YOUthDIG Messages (45')

18:00 -
18:15 Tribute to Nigel Hickson

18:00 -
20:30 Social event @ Hemicycle foyer 
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13 May 2025

Time
(CEST
UTC+2)

Sessions

Hemicycle Room 10 Room 8 Room 7

08:00 -
09:00 Registration for onsite participants all day 

09:00 -
09:30  

Main Topic 1: Why the
WSIS+20 Review Matters
and How National and  
Regional IGFs Can Enhance
Stakeholder Participation.
Keynote/input (30') 

09:30 -
10:15 Moderated discussion (45') Workshop 1: AI & Non-

discrimination in Digital
Spaces: from Preven-
tion to Redress (60')
CoE

Workshop 2: The Inter-
play Between Digital
Sovereignty and Devel-
opment (60')

Workshop 3: Quantum
Computing: Global
Challenges and Securi-
ty Opportunities (60') 

10:15 -
10:30

Messages (15') 

10:30 -
11:00 Coffee networking @ Hemicycle foyer (30') 

11:00 -
11:30 

Main Topic 2: Neurotech -
nology and Privacy:  
Navigating Human Rights
and Regulatory Challenges 
in the Age of Neural Data
Keynote/input (30') 

11:30 -
12:15 Moderated discussion (45')

Workshop 4 (NRI-
Assembly): How Can
the National and 
Regional IGFs 
Contribute to the 
Implementation of the
UN Global Digital 
Compact? (60')

Workshop 5: Bridging
Digital Inequalities and
Challenges in Multi -
cultural Societies (60')

Flash 1: Examination 
of the Concept of Non-
consensual Dissemina-
tion of Intimate Images
(25') 

Flash 2: Electronic 
Evidence in Time of War
(25') 12:15 -

12:30 
Messages (15')

12:30 -
14:00 Break (90') 
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Time
(CEST
UTC+2)

Sessions

Hemicycle Room 10 Room 8 Room 7

14:00 -
14:30 

Main Topic 3: Europe at the
Crossroads: Digital and 
Cyber Strategy 2030
Keynote/input (30')

14:30 -
15:15 Moderated discussion (45')

Workshop 6: Perception
of AI Tools in Business
Operations: Building
Trustworthy and
Rights-Respecting
Technologies (60')

Workshop 7: Generative
AI and Freedom of 
Expression: Mutual 
Reinforcement or
Forced Exclusion? (60')
(CoE)

Flash 3: Youth 
Perspective on Internet
Governance (25') 

Flash 4: Unchained 
Digital Cash Payments
(25') 15:15 -

15:30 
Messages (15') 

15:30 -
16:00 Coffee networking @ Hemicycle foyer (30') 

16:00 -
16:30 

Main Topic 4: Transatlantic
Rift on Freedom of Expres-
sion
Keynote/input (30') 

16:30 -
17:15 Moderated discussion (45') Workshop 8: How AI 

Impacts Society and 
Security: Opportunities
and Vulnerabilities (60')

Workshop 9: Between
Green Ambitions and
Geopolitical Realities:
EU’s Critical Raw 
Materials Act (60')

Flash 5: Fostering 
Innovation for Justice:
Showcasing the Digital
Future of Justice
Hackathon (25') 

Flash 6: AI, Robotics
and Health (25') 17:15 -

17:30 
Messages (15')

18:30 Social event @ Le Tigre, Informal gathering – the first drink is on us! 
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14 May 2025

Time
(CEST
UTC+2)

Sessions

Hemicycle Room 10 Room 8 Room 7

08:00 -
09:00 Registration for onsite participants all day

09:00 -
09:30  

Main Topic 5: The Age 
Verification Dilemma: 
Balancing Child Protection
and Digital Access Rights
Keynote/input (30')

09:30 -
10:15  Moderated discussion (45')

Workshop 11: São
Paulo Multistakeholder
Guidelines – the Way
Forward in Multistake-
holder and Multilateral
Digital Processes (60') 

Flash 7: From Talk to
Action: Safeguarding
Core Internet Values in
Today’s Digital 
Governance (25') 

10:15 -
10:30  

Messages (15') 

10:30 -
11:00 Break (30') 

11:00 -
11:30 

Intergenerational Dialogue –
Reflection of the Conference

11:30 -
12:00 

Wrap up (30') 
• Mr Matjaz GRUDEN, Director

for Democracy, DGII: Direc-
torate General of Democracy
and Human Dignity

• Marianne Wilhelmsen, State
Secretary Ministry of Digitali-
sation and Public Gover-
nance, Norway (online)

• Chengetai Masango, United
Nations Secretariat of the 
Internet Governance Forum
(IGF), Head of Office



EuroDIG  
European Dialogue on 

Internet Governance 
Keynotes
Strasbourg, 

12–14 May 2025 
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human rights by 
balancing regulation

and innovation
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Contributions from Keynote Speakers
The following text is based on the DiploAI system. For more details visit
https://dig.watch/event/eurodig2025

EuroDIG 2025 brought together key stakeholders in European digital governance
to address pressing challenges in the rapidly evolving technological landscape.
Contributions focused on balancing innovation with human rights protection, in-
ternational cooperation, and the urgent need for robust frameworks to govern
emerging technologies, particularly artificial intelligence (AI).

Keynote speakers underscored the critical role of European institutions in shaping
responsible and rights-respecting approaches to technological advancement.
They highlighted the need for collaborative efforts across sectors and borders to
address the complex challenges posed digital technologies, encapsulating the
spirit of cooperation and shared responsibility that permeated the dialogue.

Accelerating Technological Change and Governance Challenges

Alain Berset, Secretary General of the Council of Europe, set the tone for the ses-
sion by highlighting the unprecedented pace of technological advancement. He
noted that “history no longer unfolds across lifetimes, it unfolds in years or even
less,” emphasizing the urgency of addressing AI governance. Berset introduced the
Council of Europe’s Framework Convention on Artificial Intelligence as a signifi-
cant step towards responsible AI governance, emphasizing its human rights-based
approach. He noted that 31 states have already signed this convention, underscor-
ing its global relevance in balancing technological advancement with the protec-
tion of fundamental rights and freedoms.
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Human Rights-Based Approach and Ethical Considerations

Elisabeth Margue, Minister of Justice of Luxembourg, stressed the importance of
striking a balance between fostering innovation and implementing necessary reg-
ulations. She expanded on the role of ethics in digital governance, noting that
where legal frameworks lag behind technological developments, ethical consid -
erations could serve as a crucial tool in distinguishing between beneficial and
harmful applications of technology. This introduction of ethics into the gover-
nance discourse was presented as a way to bridge the gap between rapidly evolv-
ing technology and slower-moving legal structures.

Protection of Vulnerable Groups Online

Michael Falzon, Minister for Social Policy and Children’s Rights of Malta, em -
phasized the urgent need to safeguard children online, stating that they are “an in-
tegral and important part of today’s society” rather than just future adults. He
highlighted specific threats to children, including online grooming and sexual ex-
ploitation. Falzon announced Malta’s upcoming hosting of a ministerial meeting
on the Lanzarote Convention, further highlighting the priority placed on child pro-
tection in the European digital agenda. He also mentioned Malta’s upcoming pres-
idency of the Committee of Ministers, indicating a continued focus on these issues
at the European level.
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International Cooperation and Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue

Thomas Schneider, President of the EuroDIG Support Association, provided con-
text on EuroDIG’s history since its inception in 2008, highlighting its growth and
role in promoting regional cooperation on Internet governance. He emphasized
the importance of inclusive, multi-stakeholder dialogue in shaping digital gover-
nance and acknowledged the sponsors and partners that make EuroDIG possible.

Sandra Hoferichter, Secretary-General of the EuroDIG Support Association, elab-
orated on EuroDIG’s programme format, particularly the new community dialogue
format for main sessions. She used the metaphor of the hemicycle promoting con-
sensus to illustrate EuroDIG’s approach to discussions. Hoferichter also highlight-
ed the youth program and the importance of youth messages in the EuroDIG
process, underscoring the event’s commitment to inclusive dialogue across gener-
ations.

Ukraine’s Digital Transformation Amidst Conflict

Oleksandr Bornyakov, Deputy Minister of Digital Transformation of Ukraine,
highlighted his country’s remarkable progress in integrating AI into public servic-
es, despite the ongoing conflict with Russia. Bornyakov emphasised that innova-
tion has become a crucial tool for defending Ukrainian citizens, positioning tech-
nology as the backbone of both the economy and national defence. Ukraine has
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adopted a soft approach to AI regulation, publishing a white paper based on a bot-
tom-up methodology. This strategy allows companies time to adapt to new legal
standards while providing them with soft law tools to improve their ethical prac-
tices.

Norway’s Focus on Digitalisation and Internet Governance

Marianne Wilhelmsen, State Secretary at the Ministry of Digitalization and Pub-
lic Governance of Norway, emphasised the critical importance of preserving an
open, global Internet while addressing concerns such as digital divides, online
harms, and disinformation. Wilhelmsen stressed the need for human-centric ap-
proaches to technology, arguing that innovation must not come at the cost of fun-
damental rights. She likened the Internet to critical infrastructure, stating that it
has become “the infrastructure of our democracies, the engine of our economies
and a central part of our daily lives,” requiring careful maintenance, protection,
and governance. Wilhelmsen noted that while not always the most efficient ap-
proach, multi-stakeholder dialogue is essential for ensuring all relevant perspec-
tives are heard and for building trust between diverse actors. She expressed Nor-
way’s commitment to hosting an impactful and inclusive IGF 2025 in Lillestrøm,
aiming to strengthen global digital cooperation frameworks.

Balancing Regulation and Innovation: A Human Rights Perspective

Michael O’Flaherty, Commissioner for Human Rights of the CoE, addressed the
perceived dichotomy between regulation and innovation, strongly refuting claims
that regulation stifles technological advancement in Europe. He argued that effec-
tive regulation is essential for protecting human rights and fostering trust in tech-
nology, which ultimately leads to greater success and adoption of innovations.
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O’Flaherty referenced Professor Anu Bradford’s five reasons for Europe lagging in
innovation: underdeveloped capital markets, punitive bankruptcy laws, cultural
risk aversion, lack of a digital single market, and limited access to global talent. He
then outlined six key suggestions for improving regulation:
1.   Ratification of the Framework Convention on AI
2.   Full enforcement of the EU’s Digital Services Act
3.   Proper implementation of the EU’s AI Act
4.   Development of codes of practice for private sector self-regulation
5.   Creation and use of human rights assessment tools for AI regulation
6.   Preparation for emerging technologies such as artificial general intelligence

(AGI) and artificial super-intelligence

The Commissioner emphasised that existing human rights laws and institutions,
developed since World War II, provide crucial tools for addressing the challenges
posed by AI, particularly in areas concerning human dignity, justice, and labour
rights.

Ethical Framework for Technology Use in the Age of AI

Matjaz Gruden, Director for Democracy, DGII: Directorate General of Democracy
and Human Dignity emphasized that technology itself is ethically neutral, but its
effects are determined by human use. He provocatively quoted Timothy Snyder,
suggesting that the Internet has made the world population “20% more stupid,”
challenging the common assumption that increased connectivity leads to im-
proved intelligence. Gruden stressed the importance of a human-centric approach
to technology, arguing that it should enhance human capabilities rather than re-
place human creativity. He illustrated this point with a quote from Joanna Ma-
ciejewska, emphasizing the desire for technology to handle mundane tasks, free-
ing humans to focus on creative pursuits. Gruden also discussed the concept of
“Degenerative AI” and mentioned an “AI-proofed assignment” as examples of the
complex relationship between AI and human intelligence.
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Highlights and Aspirations for the IGF 2025 in Norway

Chengetai Masango, United Nations Secretariat of the Internet Governance Fo-
rum (IGF), Head of Office, noted that the 2025 IGF would be the largest UN meet-
ing ever hosted by Norway, underscoring its importance. He praised the efficiency
of the Norwegian organizing team and highlighted special features of the upcom-
ing IGF, including a music night. Masango emphasized the need to enhance inclu-
sivity at the IGF, particularly in involving voices from the Global South and under-
represented groups.
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Opening Plenary

Working Together for a Human-Centred Digital Future –
Parliamentary Cooperation for Democratic Digital 
Governance 
Parliamentarian session on invitation by the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe (PACE)

This session report is generated by the DiploAI system. For more details visit
https://dig.watch/event/eurodig2025

This comprehensive discussion brought together parliamentarians and experts
from various countries to explore the critical role of parliamentary cooperation in
digital governance, with a particular focus on artificial intelligence (AI) and its im-
pact on democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.

Key Themes and Agreements
1.   AI Regulation and Governance
      Speakers agreed on the necessity of AI regulation to protect human rights,

democracy, and the rule of law. Mario Hernandez Ramos highlighted the
Framework Convention on AI as the first international treaty to regulate AI,
marking a significant step towards establishing global standards. He detailed
the challenges faced during its development, including debates over private
sector inclusion and the eventual compromise reached. Miapetra Kumpula-Na-
tri supported the European approach of regulating AI use cases rather than the
technology itself.

2.   Balancing Innovation and Regulation
      Marijana Puljak argued against the false dichotomy between regulation and in-

novation, emphasizing the need for balance. She provided an example of AI use

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/Opening_Plenary_2025
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in city administration in Split, Croatia. The discussion acknowledged concerns
about potential over-bureaucratization while stressing the importance of pro-
tecting users without hindering innovation.

3.   Role of Parliamentarians and International Cooperation
      Speakers emphasized parliamentarians’ crucial role in shaping AI policy and

digital governance. Miapetra Kumpula-Natri stressed the need for regular mon-
itoring of AI developments, citing Finland’s planned biannual ‘state of AI’ re-
view. Neema Lugangira called for increased global collaboration on AI gover-
nance, highlighting the African Union AI Strategy and the Association of African
Election Authorities’ guidelines for digital and social media use in elections.

4.   Challenges for Developing Countries and Global South
      Neema Lugangira elaborated on the challenges faced by developing countries

in AI governance, including the need for capacity building for parliamentarians
and addressing digital economy fraud. Esther Passaris emphasized the impor-
tance of synergy between global frameworks and capacity building for imple-
mentation in the Global South.

5.   AI and Democracy
      Speakers raised concerns about AI’s potential to undermine democratic

processes. Maria-Nefeli Vasileiou Chatziioannidou suggested specific improve-
ments for digital democracy, such as reclaiming digital spaces and shifting
from engagement to empowerment. The discussion highlighted the need for
transparency and accountability in AI development and governance.

6.   Women in Politics and AI Misuse
      Neema Lugangira and Esther Passaris drew attention to the specific challenges

faced by women in politics due to AI misuse, including the creation of fake, sex-
ualized images using AI tools. This highlighted the urgent need for safeguards
against AI-enabled harassment and the protection of women in public life.

7.   Digital Literacy and Inclusion
       Speakers stressed the importance of digital literacy programs, with Neema Lu-

gangira calling for mandatory education on financial scams and child exploita-
tion. The “Female AI Leaders” initiative was mentioned as a step towards inclu-
sive AI development. Esther Passaris emphasized the need to consider both
users and non-users of AI in policy frameworks, especially in societies with con-
nectivity and literacy gaps.

Thought-Provoking Insights
Mario Hernandez Ramos challenged the notion of AI neutrality, highlighting the in-
herent biases in AI design and datasets. Wout de Natris-van der Borght drew a
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compelling analogy between internet regulation and other technologies, ques-
tioning the lack of comprehensive regulation for digital technologies.

Conclusion and Future Directions
The discussion concluded with a call for continued international cooperation in
shaping AI governance, balancing innovation with ethical considerations, and en-
suring that digital technologies strengthen rather than undermine democratic
processes. Key action items included:
1.   Ratification and implementation of the Framework Convention on AI by nation-

al parliaments.
2.   Development of national AI policies and legislation, especially in developing

countries.
3.   Regular monitoring of AI developments and impacts by parliaments.
4.   Increased collaboration between parliaments globally on AI governance.
5.   Promotion of digital literacy and resilience programmes.
6.   Development of visual interactive tools to guide local governments and innova-

tors through AI regulation compliance.

As AI technology continues to advance rapidly, the speakers emphasized the ongo-
ing need for dialogue, adaptive regulation, and inclusive policy-making that con-
siders diverse perspectives and protects fundamental rights and democratic val-
ues.

EuroDIG 2025 – 12 May 2025 – Opening Plenary
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Main Topic 1

Why the WSIS+20 Review Matters and How 
National and Regional IGFs Can Enhance 
Stakeholder Participation.
Rapporteur: Mark Carvell, Internet Governance Consultant; Vladislav Ivanets, 
University of Gothenburg

1.   EuroDIG stakeholders welcomed the updating by Co-facilitator H.E. Ms. Suela
Janina on the opportunities for meaningful stakeholder participation in the Re-
view which will ensure its legitimacy. EuroDIG stands ready to contribute as a
channel for inputting key issues and establishing the necessary momentum for
achieving the right outcomes with a forward-looking agenda. EuroDIG recom-
mends that all stakeholder inputs and proposals be included on the UN’s offi-
cial record.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/MT_01_2025
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2.   The Internet Governance Forum (IGF) is a fundamental platform for multi-
stakeholder cooperation, and should be granted a renewed permanent man-
date.The IGF needs to implement the substantive improvements expressed
during the open consultations, including enhancing its inclusivity and ensuring
its outcomes lead to action.

3.   The WSIS+20 Review process should be conducted in a transparent, inclusive,
and diverse manner. A multi-stakeholder approach is key to achieving this. The
upcoming action plan should align with the SDGs and the priorities for action
set out in the Global Digital Compact (GDC).

4.   Review should address new and still-existing socio-technological and econom-
ic challenges, such as the north-south digital divide and gender inequalities,
human-centric AI regulation, climate change, human rights online, and max-
imising diverse stakeholder participation in the global digital economy from all
regions.

5.   National and Regional IGFs (NRIs) are important and powerful engines for the
bottom-up and multi-stakeholder approach and therefore they should be ac-
tively included in the Review processes. National and regional initiatives are
fundamental in providing national perspectives and mechanisms for policy
adoption. 
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Main Topic 2

Neurotechnology and Privacy: Navigating 
Human Rights and Regulatory Challenges in the
Age of Neural Data
Rapporteur: Minda Moreira, Internet Rights and Principles Coalition (IRPC)

1.   Definition
      It is difficult to conceptualise neural data and the debate on the definition is

still far from reaching consensus as everything could potentially be called
“neural data”. An interdisciplinary approach is crucial to better address the
concept of neural data, as well as its implications and challenges.

2.   Impacts
      Neural technology has great potential but comes with great risks particularly

when combined with AI. As neural data starts to be applied not only for medical
but also commercial purposes, the mind – the last frontier of human privacy, is
at risk of being manipulated and influenced, affecting not only the right of pri-
vacy but also other rights such as the right of freedom of thought and expres-
sion.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/MT_02_2025
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      Whether a new human right – “neuroright” – is needed or whether neural data
protection is already included in existing provisions is a matter that needs to be
fully addressed by legislators and policymakers.

3.   Regulation
      Existing regulatory frameworks, such as Council of Europe Convention 108+ or

the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) already include provisions that
could apply to neural data, particularly the right to privacy, but they have yet to
address it as they should. It is crucial to identify potential gaps and enhance le-

gal safeguards so that the unique sensitivities of neural or mental data are ad-
dressed. It is important that human beings are the focus of regulation rather
than the technology itself. Global regulatory frameworks and cooperation as
well as technology governance that is both rights and value based are needed
to address cross border challenges.
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Main Topic 3

Europe at the Crossroads: Digital and Cyber
Strategy 2030
Rapporteur: Karen Mulberry, IEEE SA and Oksana Prykhodko, iNGO European Media
Platform

1.   A strategy for Internet resiliency has to include measures for economic resilien-
cy to ensure adequate investment in development, and a new geometry of in-
terconnections that are driven by both current demand and support resilience
by providing redundancy capacity. Other relevant topics include ensuring suffi-
cient energy and water supply, and initiatives to make for human capital more
available by closing the skills gap for professions such as specialists on AI cy-
bersecurity.

2.   The European regulatory field needs smarter, non-prescriptive risk-based
frameworks aligned with international security and information risk-manage-
ment standards. MSH approach and public-private cooperation are key to
achieving harmonisation and standardisation and balance between new tech-
nology and human rights. Disproportional measurements, particularly on
smaller and midsize organisations, may increase market concentration and un-
dermine Internet resilience. European future should be in advancing a shared
vision of the common interest.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/MT_03_2025
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3.   Some elements of successful strategy: supporting best practices like IPv6 for
sustainable grow and RPKI for routing security, recognising the technical ex-
pertise of global Internet coordination bodies in their roles ensuring global in-
teroperability, reliable encryption to avoid political, economical, malicious,
military risks, market decentralisation, which can help even under military ag-
gression, focus on innovation
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Main Topic 4

Transatlantic Rift on Freedom of Expression
Rapporteur: Yrjö Länsipuro, ISOC Finland

1.   Tensions between tech giants and EU and other European regulation, nothing
new in themselves, are now getting increasingly entangled with transatlantic
political conflicts, with Internet issues risking to become pawns in disputes on

trade or defence policies. This has exacerbated, at least on a rhetorical level,
the discrepancy between European and U.S. interpretations of the freedom of
expression. European-style regulation – against harmful content or election in-
terference – has been labelled as outright censorship.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/MT_04_2025
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2.   As to how Europe should reply to the pressure, there was a consensus that re-
treating was no option. While continuing the transatlantic dialogue and trying
to correct obvious American misunderstandings about the nature of DSA, DMA
and other regulations, Europe should make clear that it will defend its basic
principles. On the other hand, the European regulatory instruments continue
to be refined, simplified and made smarter.
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Main Topic 5

The Age Verification Dilemma: Balancing Child
Protection and Digital Access Rights
Rapporteur: Desara Dushi, Future of Privacy Forum

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/MT_05_2025
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1.   It is important to find the right way to address child protection with age verifi-
cation tools as these tools affect everybody, not just kids. They create risks to
privacy and security, digital services and impact the global interoperable inter-
net which affect trust on the internet. To safeguard from these risks we need to
ensure that age verification tools comply with the requirements. We cannot
have full proof technology. The negotiations have to move to a global level, in-
volving all stakeholders. We must develop context-aware, rights-based ap-
proaches.

2.   Technology can deliver. To achieve the best interest of the child, we need to
make the Internet age aware, not identity aware. The child-friendly platforms
can only work if the internet knows at least the age range. However, we need to
ensure that the measures taken do not leave anyone out, increasing the digital
divide.

3.   The digital environment wasn’t created for children, even though many of them
are now online. That’s why we need to bring the children’s perspective in the
debate. Age assurance is not a one-step or single solution. While taking this
measure, we need to make sure children are not excluded from the internet, by
taking proportionate steps, including having more than one option. When de-
signing an environment for children, we need to design it with them.
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Workshop 1

AI & Non-Discrimination in Digital Spaces: from Prevention
to Redress
Rapporteur: Minda Moreira, Internet Rights and Principles Coalition

1.   Prevention
      The session agreed that more needs to be done to address group-based dis-

crimination and inequality may not be solved with AI alone. It may be necessary
to assess if AI is really needed or if non-technical solutions may be more effec-
tive. Where AI is needed, transparency and accountability is crucial. Bias detec-
tion with mandatory impact assessments must be used as well as involving and
consulting impacted communities in the AI design and development processes
combined with stronger powers for equality bodies and industry best practices.

2.   Mitigation
      Algorithmic discrimination is difficult to detect and to prove and those affected

find it difficult to access justice. When it comes to intersectional discrimination
it is even more difficult not only because of the resistance of states and interna-
tional courts to recognise them but also to effectively work with the affected
communities. There are main barriers to effective AI regulation for tackling dis-
crimination and bias and session participants agreed that those include the
lack of transparency, and accountability, access to data and training sets, as
well commercial secrecy and funding.

3.   Redress
      Access to adequate funding particularly to equality bodies is a main barrier to

access justice.
      Some steps are being taken by advocacy groups to collaborate with regulatory

bodies but a multistakeholder approach at a global level involving civil society,
private sector, equality bodies and affected communities is vital for meaningful
cooperation and to fully address discrimination in all its forms, particularly in-
tersectional discrimination.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/WS_01_2025
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Workshop 2

The Interplay Between Digital Sovereignty and 
Development 
Rapporteur: Karen Mulberry, IEEE SA and Yannic Plumpe, TUM Think Tank

1.   Defining and achieving digital sovereignty in Europe will require a multifaceted
approach, balancing autonomy with global cooperation, and addressing both
technological and societal challenges.

2.   Creating effective development strategies for digital sovereignty must be done
through partnerships and collaboration that balances the needs and creates
opportunities for all European stakeholders.

3.   For Europe to become a stronger player and less dependent on outside innova-
tion, competition policy needs to be more balanced and focused on creating
growth opportunities and providing support for companies, especially encour-
aging the development of technical advances within Europe.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/WS_02_2025
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Workshop 3

Quantum Computing: Global Challenges and Security 
Opportunities
Rapporteur: Jörn Erbguth, University of Geneva

1.   Quantum computers at scale are not there yet. However, they start to be able
to solve some problems faster than classical computers. Hybrid computers can
be used to augment limited scale quantum computers. We need to open quan-
tum computing to everyone, not only a few countries and corporations.

2.   Quantum computers will be able to break current cryptography. Quantum is
unavoidable. We should not try to prevent it but to embrace it. We need to raise
awareness.

3.   Current risk is harvest now, decrypt later. We need to do the migration to quan-
tum proof encryption now, because it will take years. Countries need to take an
inventory of the cryptography used and include all devices as for example IoT
devices. The migration to quantum proof encryption risks to create a new digi-
tal divide.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/WS_03_2025

A webinar was organised prior to this workshop intro -
ducing quantum technology’s core concepts and current
state, covering its technical foundations, practical appli-
cations, and emerging policy implications. Watch the
recording of expert presentations and discussion here: 
https://www.eurodig.org/get-involved/eurodig-extra/

ö

https://www.eurodig.org/get-involved/eurodig-extra/#tab-eurodig-extra-vol-8
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Workshop 4 (NRI-Assembly)

How Can the National and Regional IGFs Contribute to the
Implementation of the UN Global Digital Compact?
Rapporteur: Mark Carvell, Internet Governance Consultant; Vladislav Ivanets, 
University of Gothenburg

1.   NRIs should act as key enablers and catalysts for change in local digital spaces
by adapting global principles and encouraging open discussion among local
stakeholders. This can be achieved by channeling grassroots perspectives and
innovations into global policies, while contextualising the global commitments
into unique cultural contexts, economic conditions, and regulatory environ-
ments.

2.   NRIs should act as feedback loops for local communities, providing the out-
comes of their work in the form of publicly available reports. NRIs can drive ca-
pacity building and address national or regional digital issues through events
such as workshops and targeted programmes, with the special attention to vul-
nerable groups.

3.   NRIs should make use of the digital tools available, such as the ‘GDC implemen-
tation map’ when it is launched, to navigate the critical milestones and KPIs,
collaborate and contribute at regional and global levels with the assistance of
the IGF Secretariat. NRIs should aim to become visible by getting involved and
by contributing to the existing roadmaps.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/WS_04_2025
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Workshop 5

Bridging Digital Inequalities and Challenges in 
Multicultural Societies
Rapporteur: Jacques Beglinger, EuroDIG Board

1.   Infrastructural and social gaps lead to disparities in internet access, especially
in geographically isolated and peripheral areas, as e.g. highlighted in the ISOC-
IL report, but also amongst different groups in society, including different gen-
erations.

2.   Diversity and unequal opportunities lead to differences in internet usage pat-
terns, affecting digital literacy skills and the capacity to effective online engage-
ment in eminent areas like retrieving information, public and private digital
services from social media to online banking, as well as education in general.
Factors of age, gender, culture, and others also lead to increased vulnerability
of specific groups to online harms, such as phishing, misinformation, and cy-
berbullying.

3.   These divides require actionable strategies and policies for a more diverse, in-
clusive and equitable digital future. To this end, leadership, multi-stakeholder
collaboration and focused, well thought through projects are essential, includ-
ing engaging governments, civil society, academia, and tech companies.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/WS_05_2025
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Workshop 6

Perception of AI Tools in Business Operations: Building
Trustworthy and Rights-Respecting Technologies
Rapporteur: Jörn Erbguth, University of Geneva

1.   Within one year the use of AI in business has risen from 35% to 75%. Employees
have mixed feelings about it, with a slight majority being positive and a strong
minority being negative.

2.   There is a lack of upskilling, governance and ethical policies in place. The use of
AI has to be transparent and accountable. It needs to be monitored and evalu-
ated. Impact assessments are required when there is a possible risk to human
rights.

3.   It is too early to see an impact of the EU AI Act and even more the impact of the
CoE Framework Convention of AI and legal certainty has to settle in. This needs
to be evaluated in the future. UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human
Rights from 2011 provide important guidance as well. Human rights tracking
tools can track the adherence to and implementation of human rights by na-
tions and corporations.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/WS_06_2025
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Workshop 7

Generative AI and Freedom of Expression: Mutual 
Reinforcement or Forced Exclusion? 
Rapporteur: Desara Dushi, Future of Privacy Forum

1.   Gen AI has the potential to diminish unique voices, including minority lan-
guages and cultures. It poses integrity issues, problems with identifying
whether content is created by humans or technology. It also has the power of
persuasion (including via disinformation that it enables) and influences market
dynamics. It can also be used to facilitate gender based violence.

2.   Journalism and genAI contradict each other. The former is about facts, the later
calculated probabilities. There is a risk of standardized expressions as well.
However genAI offers also opportunities for journalism helping to bring more
(tailored) content to the audiences. Questions that remain: accuracy, impact
on humans (creativity vs laziness), funding/reliance. The risk of using AI in jour-
nalism is losing control over news production and quality, which might impact
also the future of the business model. One of the main issues will be keeping
journalism visible and keeping the connection with the audience.

3.   We should take AI seriously, be aware of what they can and cannot do and their
rapid development/impact in the near future creating a lot of uncertainty in
terms of dynamics and impact on freedom of expression. There is a risk of om-
niscience. AI, including GenAI, has implications not only on freedom of expres-
sion but also on privacy (surveillance) in terms of freedom of expression which
leads to the control of perception. We need to act on a networked and collec-
tive level.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/WS_07_2025
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Workshop 8

How AI impacts Society and Security: Opportunities and
Vulnerabilities
Rapporteur: Jörn Erbguth, University of Geneva

1.   Most politicians and citizens do not have a sufficient understanding of AI. There
are also gaps in the skills taught by universities and required by business and
technology that need to be filled.

2.   Dual uses (good and bad) are prominent. We see threats and progress equally
strong.

      There is no real opposition between security and ethics in AI. We need to have
both.

3.   Current governance models do not cope with opportunities and challenges of
AI well and need to evolve.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/WS_08_2025
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Workshop 9

Between Green Ambitions and Geopolitical Realities: 
EU’s Critical Raw Materials Act
Rapporteur: Constance Weise, IEEE

1.   Although the demand is high, critical mineral deposits are limited and geo-
graphically scattered. While most refining capacity is concentrated in China,
Europe faces acute supply chain vulnerability. The EU’s Critical Raw Materials
Act seeks to mitigate this risk through its 2030 targets – 10% domestic extrac-
tion, 40% EU processing, 25% recycling, and a cap of 65% of reliance on any sin-
gle external supplier. This is demonstrated by Finland’s raw materials’ project,
which combines local mining, European refining, green financing, and strict
ESG standards into a replicable model for securing strategic raw material sup-
ply. While this is a good example to be replicated, the European Union depends
on its member countries signing partner agreements to ensure a supply diversi-
fication.

2.   ‘Criticality’ means different things to different regions. Yet mostly, it is not criti-
cal to the countries that are most in need. With the attachment to energy and
security come ethical concerns. For instance; in DRC, cobalt is destabilising the
region, incl. environmental degradation and human insecurity. We need to cre-
ate a sustainable world taking into account the social element – whereby coun-
tries all abide by the same ethical due diligence. In order to achieve improved
holistic processes with the community, we need to ensure that all people are
engaged and consulted.

3.   The EU needs to have a strict monitoring process in place that encourages com-
panies to implement the regulations. Technology development can occur best
when environmental impacts are minimised and benefits for the environment
and the community are maximised.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/WS_09_2025



48

EuroDIG 2025 – 14 May 2025 – Workshop 11

Workshop 11

São Paulo Multistakeholder Guidelines – the Way Forward
in Multistakeholder and Multilateral Digital Processes 
Rapporteur: Bruna Martins dos Santos, WITNESS

1.   We need more comprehensive processes: Identifying stakeholders, preparing
draft outcomes in a transparent way, factoring in feedback from the wider com-
munity and Open decision-making are some of the steps that can be easily ex-
tracted from the Sao Paulo Multistakeholder Guidelines in order to foster trust
in the various process and ensuring that outcomes reflect a true multistake-
holder consensus, not just a procedural formality.

2.   The multi stakeholder approach needs to be applied in a way that is meaningful
and relevant to the specific context and issue under discussion. And in this con-
text, we need less limitations to the conversation and foster more participa-
tion. We need a dialogue and improved exchange of views between all stake-
holders is more needed than ever. The Sao Paulo Multistakeholder Guidelines
are a good path for more inclusion and reaching beyond the usual suspects in-
terested in Internet Governance.

3.   A critical approach to consensus is needed. In a context where power is un-
equal, consensus building could lead to minority voices being either silenced or
a source of disruption. It is crucial for truly multi-stakeholder inclusive ap-
proaches to digital related issues and processes to identify, acknowledge and
document the differences.

ö https://eurodigwiki.org/wiki/WS_11_2025
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YOUthDIG 
... is the Youth Dialogue on Internet Governance, a yearly pre-event to the Euro-
pean Dialogue on Internet Governance (EuroDIG) that fosters active youth partici-
pation. 

YOUthDIG is unique in building its agenda and formulating messages.
   The agenda is set by former participants.
   During the sessions participants bring in their local issues, challenges, and indi-

vidual backgrounds.
   The drafting of the YOUthDIG messages is a collaborative process and focuses

on the question “What are the most important issues and challenges we want
to bring to the attention of European decision-makers?”

   YOUthDIG focuses not only on content, but also on skill building. 

Already in April the cohort started with introductory webinars on the main topics
Internet governance, European digital policies and Internet infrastructure & histo-
ry. Based on a series of short-format inputs and own expertise they worked on
group presentations. 

YOUthDIG as in person meeting started 3 days before EuroDIG, addressing issues
as computing sustainability, Quantum computing, Civic Tech for participatory gov-
ernance, Impact of Social Media on Mental Health and AI for Mental Health, Bioin-
formatics and last not least how to contribute to and stay involved in the Internet
governance ecosystem. The sessions were supported by a wide range of guest ex-
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perts. Social events took place in the evenings to foster intercultural relations
among the participants. During these days, the YOUthDIG Messages were formulat-
ed and presented at EuroDIG during its Opening.

The increasing demand by young people to be recognised as stakeholders re-
quires the empowering of youth in Internet Governance processes. This involves

integrating their concerns and perspectives that are often under-represented. To
facilitate this inclusivity at EuroDIG, Intergenerational Dialogues were again held
this year and brought together senior EuroDIG attendees, along with former and
current YOUthDIG participants, providing an open and comprehensive platform to
discuss the YOUthDIG Messages and present youths’ impressions on the topics. This
dialogue bridged the gap between generations, fostered mutual understanding
and encouraged an active participation of YOUthDIG participants throughout all
sessions at EuroDIG.
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YOUthDIG Messages
Offline Solutions to Digital Problems
Digital Literacy

   Problem: Children are becoming increasingly susceptible to the dangers of
the digital world, including harmful content, manipulative narratives and
echo chambers. We believe that digital literacy is essential in equipping
young people with the skills needed to critically engage with online informa-
tion, protect themselves from these threats and gain positive digital experi-
ences. Many people do not realise how algorithmic manipulation (particularly
social media) can play a role in the creation of breedings grounds for polariza-
tion.

   Solution: Education in digital literacy should provide individuals with vital
skills for their digital future. This begins with comprehensive education in
schools. They should empower students to identify disinformation, under-
stand how digital platforms shape perceptions, and develop resilience against
manipulation, with teachers being provided targeted training and resources to
guide these discussions. This is where the private sector can contribute mean-
ingfully through the development and support in training initiatives and com-
munity resources.

Other Stakeholders and Considerations
   Parents also play a crucial role in fostering informed and safe digital practices

at home. As the primary influence in a child’s early development, they must not
only monitor screen time, but foster open dialogue about online experiences
and encourage offline socialization.

   Public information and awareness campaigns can further promote vigilance
across all age groups. Above all, digital literacy must remain politically neutral
and rebuild public trust. At the moment widespread skepticism fueled by per-
ceptions that scientists are biased or that politicians act out of self-interests
can undermine the credibility of accurate information, there is a lack of trust
which impedes adoption of education.

   As online spaces for youth become increasingly controlled and restricted, of-
fline solutions offer a crucial alternative by creating physical environments
where young people can freely interact, organize, and express themselves.
These offline spaces provide safe havens for youth to develop the skills and
confidence needed to navigate digital spaces responsibly and advocate for
their rights online. By fostering a strong offline community, we empower youth
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to reclaim agency in both the digital and physical worlds, ensuring their voic-
es remain heard.

Content Moderation from Two Perspectives
Algorithms and Content Moderation.

   Problem now: One of the key problems that make young people so addicted to
the digital space and online communities is the strength and specificity of the
algorithm which can create polarisation.

   To address this issue, users must actively engage with algorithms that were
once hidden and secretive but have now become central to how we experience
content. Instead of passively scrolling, users should be empowered to give
feedback on what they want to see more or less of, taking control over the con-
tent they consume. Platforms should not only explain why specific content is
being shown but also offer alternatives – different accounts, channels, or me-
dia – so users can actively seek out diverse perspectives and reshape their digi-
tal experience.

Free Speech vs Content Moderation
   Countries have a right to enforce their laws to protect their national sovereign-

ty. Private companies controlling content online can undermine state authori-
ty and democratic oversight, giving governments unchecked power over the in-
ternet risks censorship which can lead to authoritarian control. The ultimate
power over digital spaces should rest with the people – through transparent,
democratic governance that protects both freedom and accountability.

   We should have ways to enforce content moderation that align with the right of
free speech. To make sure our digital ecosystem does not enlarge any political
bias in content moderation such as flagging and shadowbanning, we should al-
low individuals to be able to be exposed to all sides or all information. Individ-
uals should have personal control over the information they consume online.

   Emphasize the importance of promoting user control tools on social media and
platforms, such as allowing users to manage their own feeds and engage with
democratic content moderation tools like lagging and community notes. This
can lead to a positive political involvement and enhances awareness, making
sure users take an active role in shaping their online experience. This requires
raising awareness of what tools are already in place as well as expanding the
application of them.
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Everything AI
Increased Energy Demand and AI

   Increase collaboration for energy- and cost-efficient computing: As the de-
mand for computational power grows, it’s essential to develop greener, more
energy-efficient GPU systems. Governments, companies, youth, academia,
tech communities, and civil society must work together to advance sustainable
infrastructure for future computing needs.

   Make data centers smarter and more sustainable: Promote the creation
of smart cities that can utilize the waste heat produced by data centers, and 
move data centers to operate with environmental feasibility as a key stan -
dard.

   Ensure transparent energy usage in AI: Introduce accessible and comprehensi-
ble information about energy consumption and associated costs when using AI
tools, both for end-users and developers. This transparency will foster more
conscious digital behaviour.

Making AI Practical, Understandable, and Accountable
   Indicate when AI is used: Digital services and platforms should inform users

when an AI is operating, using visible markers or labels.
   Develop ethical guidelines on AI application: Establish clear ethical frameworks

regarding how and where AI tools may be used, shaped with input from young
people who will live with the consequences of these technologies.

   Educate for AI literacy and critical thinking: Embed AI education in school cur-
ricula and lifelong learning initiatives. Training programs should emphasize
how AI functions, its limitations, potential errors, and the continuing responsi-
bility of humans to critically assess and oversee AI systems.

   Assess risks before deployment: Ensure that AI systems undergo impact and
risk assessments before implementation. Define accountability measures and
clarify legal liability in the case of AI-related errors.

   Automate responsibly: Digitalize and automate more administrative tasks
through governed AI tools to increase efficiency, while maintaining transparen-
cy and oversight.

Innovation and Inclusive AI Development
   Create frameworks for ethical AI innovation: Establish dedicated legal and poli-

cy frameworks that facilitate innovation in AI while minimizing economic bur-
dens. These frameworks should ensure inclusivity and sustainability in access
to AI development tools.

EuroDIG 2025 – YOUthDIG Messages
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   Support the next generation of AI pioneers: Provide more funding, mentorship,
and sandbox environments for students, researchers, and entrepreneurs to ex-
plore and experiment with AI technologies responsibly.

   Strengthen the startup ecosystem: Increase financial support and visibility for
startups innovating in the AI field, especially those with social impact and sus-
tainability goals.

   Empower youth, participating in shaping the ‘AI Continent’ – a digitally sover-
eign future where young people are actively engaged in developing, governing,
and ensuring responsible access to AI tools across all sectors. Their voices and
leadership must drive ethical, environmental, and economic integration, mak-
ing youth central to the AI vision and innovation.

Human Rights and Data Security
   Software development companies, as key stakeholders in digital governance,

must be held accountable for ensuring data protection. This responsibility in-
volves deploying robust technical mechanisms, such as developing and main-
taining secure IT infrastructure, and ensuring compliance with data privacy leg-
islation. By doing so, they safeguard critical infrastructure and sensitive data,
thereby fulfilling their duty to protect public trust and uphold security.

   Governments are responsible for regulating the use of automated decision-
making systems and the handling of sensitive data, with a particular focus on
ensuring transparency and protecting the rights of vulnerable groups – such as
migrants, asylum seekers, and members of the LGBTQ+ community – who risk
being disproportionately affected by the unbalanced power held by digital
platforms.

   The use of surveillance technologies, including spyware, poses a serious threat
to the right to privacy, personal security, and freedom of expression. Journal-
ists, human rights defenders, and activists are particularly vulnerable to these
intrusions, which can lead to self-censorship and suppression of dissent. Gov-
ernments must be held accountable for the deployment of such tools, especial-
ly when used to silence opposition or restrict civic space. Without transparency
and oversight, the misuse of surveillance erodes democratic institutions and
fundamental rights. The internet should not be exploited as a tool of control by
those in positions of power to manipulate public opinion or suppress dissent.

   Greater resources should be allocated by the governments to judicial and exec-
utive authorities to strengthen the fight against cybercrime. These resources
should include advanced technical tools, improved cybersecurity infrastruc-
ture, and ongoing training for judges, prosecutors, and law enforcement per-

EuroDIG 2025 – YOUthDIG Messages
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sonnel. Legal consequences must be effectively enforced, especially in cases
involving data breaches and unauthorized disclosure of sensitive information.
EU-level support and cross-border cooperation are also essential to address
the global nature of cyber threats effectively.

Digital Ecosystems / Regulation
We call for the creation of a strategic innovation ecosystem that places inclusion
and collaboration at the heart of European digital development.

1) Smart Regulations
Smart regulation forms the foundation of our vision. We advocate for updated,
simplified, and harmonized future regulations that support rather than hinder
innovation. Technical experts must be systematically integrated into decision-
making processes when creating regulations. Furthermore, emerging innovators
should have access to free legal advisory services to navigate the complex regula-
tory landscape.

2) Strategic Innovation Ecosystem
The centrepiece of our proposal is a European Innovation Hub that serves as a cat-
alyst for the development and the innovation of the digital field.

   European Innovation Hub: This hub would incorporate a secure sandbox for
testing innovations, interconnected talent centers across Europe, and a shared
pool of essential resources including funding, knowledge databases, legal
counsel, and technological solutions. The existing European innovation facili-
ties (e.g. AI factory) will be involved in the European Innovation Hub. Universal
digital accessibility must be guaranteed, while youth participation should be
actively fostered through scholarships and study visits.

   Governance: We call for a pan-European representation with flexible participa-
tion models that accommodate different financial capabilities of the participat-
ing countries. The Council of Europe should oversee the initiative to ensure ad-
herence to human rights and rule of law principles. A rotating presidency
system would ensure equitable leadership, while a multi-stakeholder gover-
nance body modelled as EuroDIG would guarantee diverse perspectives. To
promote global inclusion, the physical infrastructure should be located in a de-
veloping country in Europe.
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Breakdown of Registrations and Participation
Breakdown of Registrations for EuroDIG 2025
We received overall 929 registrations. The following breakdown is based on these
numbers. It resulted in 390 onsite participants (+ an undefined number of accredit-
ed employees from the Council of Europe who did not register) and 308 individual
joined online.
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[1]      https://www.youtube.com/user/EuroDIG

Participation for EuroDIG
The post-event analysis showed that 308 different people logged on to Zoom dur-
ing the three days. Breakdown per room and day are shown in the table below:

We offered no live streaming during the event this year but we provided the
recordings for each session afterwards on our YouTube channel.[1]

Zoom Rooms  
Unique participants per day

12 May 13 May 14 May

Hemicycle 77 94 53

Room 10 84 53 -

Room 8 41 61 29

Room 7 60 36 10

Room 6 6 - -
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Breakdown of Submissions
During the call for issues for EuroDIG we received 75 submissions in the period
from 1 October till 31 December 2024.
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Get involved!

www.eurodig.org

office@eurodig.org

www.facebook.com/eurodig

www.youtube.com/user/EuroDIG

www.linkedin.com/company/eurodig

www.eurodig.org/about/newsletter

https://www.eurodig.org
mailto:office@eurodig.org
https://www.facebook.com/eurodig
https://www.youtube.com/user/EuroDIG
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eurodig
https://www.eurodig.org/about/newsletter
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